
  Hospital  

  Happenings 

Our mission is to assist those we serve to achieve the best possible health outcomes. 

Caring for Our Community for 85 Years - The Tradition Continues 

Send Your Story Ideas 
Editor: Jason Harnett 

jharnett@ngh.on.ca   

519-426-0130 Ext. 6977 

First Floor, across from elevator                               

 

Inside This Issue 

Nursing Excellence 

Volunteer Annual Meeting 

Physiotherapy Month 

Thank You Nurses 

2010 Issue 5 ï May 

  

 

Celebrating Nursing Excellence  
Congratulations to this yearôs Nursing Award 
of Excellence recipients Leila Mair, RN and 
Donna Vandenbussche, RPN as chosen by 
their peers.  

Donna is noted as being kind and caring and 
a nurse who performs her work profession-
ally and in consciousness manner. She           
continually sets high standards for herself 
and others. She readily offers suggestions 
for improvement and embraces change. 

Leila is seen by others as a leader in the 
Nursing practice community. She often           
demonstrates collaborative practice with 
RNôs and RPNôs alike. She is enthusiastic 
about her profession and is an excellent            
resource for others. 

Both Nurses ultimately help to make a              
difference in patient care at NGH. Thank You 
for your dedication! 

 More on nurses week page 4 

Leila Mair,                                                               
4B Charge Nurse 

  Donna Vandenbussche                         
RPN 4B 

Collaborative Practice Skits performed in the Library Resource Room May 11 & 13  

Join Us for the  

Annual  

Staff BBQ  

June 4                      
Cafeteria Courtyard  
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Changing of                

the Guard  

Volunteer Annual General Meeting 2010  

I thank you for giving me the chance to learn more about our 
hospital. Iôve got to know both management and staff and 
thoroughly enjoyed my time with you. I will now 
look forward to serving on the NHNH Board. 
Iôm sure it will continue to broaden my knowl-
edge.  Itôs a real pleasure to serve on the Asso-
ciation Board. I would encourage others to con-
sider joining. A huge thank you to past and  
present members.ï Betty Brooks, Past President 

$3,934.00 Raised During Simcoe Tag Dayɂ Next Tag Day June 26ɂPort Dover 

C elebrating Our Past, While Looking Towards Our Future 

Norfolk General Hospital and The Norfolk Hospital Nursing 
Home are preparing for a special day of celebration as our 
Hospital will mark its 85th anniversary and the Nursing 
Home 35 years in our community. Staff, physicians, volun-
teers (past and present) along with the public have been 
invited to take a trip down memory lane on Sunday June 6, 
at the Park Place Banquet Hall, Simcoe. The afternoon will 
showcase displays, pictures and memorabilia from our rich 
history. Doors will open at 2pm with a short ceremony to 
commence at 3pm. We hope you can join us for this                   
momentous occasion. 

Stefanie Ralph, 
Tracy Cullimore 

& Bettyann 
DeRonde sort 

through some of 
the hospital 
memorabilia 

that will be on 
display at the 
Anniversary 

Celebration on  
June 6. 

Hands on the Run!  

Past Volunteer Association 
President, Betty Brooks 
presents incoming               
President, Jane Miller with 
her Volunteer lapel. Jane 
will take on the leadership 
role of the Volunteer                
Association for 2010-2011. 

                         Volunteer Association                              

Presidentôs Address 

Betty, thanks for your leadership as our 
past president. Your enthusiasm was truly 
contagious to all of us  fellow board  
members. Our  gratitude to you. 

As we go forth with our new executive  
and new faces, I plead for your encour-
agement, patience and understanding as 
we all strive to support and believe in our 
Hospital and Nursing Home. We know 

every reason for volunteering is a good one and we thank 
you all for sharing your time, skills, commitment and your 
dedication. I am so proud of all our volunteers and to belong 
to such a wonderful organization. Jane Miller, President 

50 Year Service Pin      
Edith Kindy 

7000 Hour Service Pin 
Betty Goode 

More Pictures from the Volunteers Annual  Meeting online at www.ngh.on.ca  

 

On May 5, the first Global Patient Safety Challenge was is-
sued by the World Health Organization (WHO), and recog-
nized at NGH. The theme, ñSave Lives: Clean Your Handsò. 
The significance of the date represented the 5th day of the 
5th month (five fingers on each hand), easy enough to               
remember. 

For those staff, patients and visitors who may have forgotten 
to pay a visit to their favourite hand sanitizing station on this 
day, the hand sanitizers would come to them. Walking, talk-
ing even rapping, clever and persistent, three pairs of               
Human Hand-Sanitizing Stations, all in their unique way, set 
out on a mission to continue to educate and promote proper 
hand hygiene to those in our hospital. (Read more) 

 

Human Hand 
Sanitizer 
Pauline Lasko 
catches staff 
while they exit 
the elevator on 
May 5 

http://www.ngh.on.ca/component/option,com_zoom/Itemid,97/catid,73/
http://simcoereformer.ca/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=2589230


  

 

 

ñI do love what I do -                                                                         

Itôs something different every dayò 

Julie McLaren is loving her 
new position as full-time Ac-
tivation Coordinator in the 
Rehabilitation & Complex 
Continuing Care Unit.                                         

As Activation Coordinator, 
Julie plans a variety of ac-
tivities for the residents to 
help provide mental stimula-
tion, socialization and most 
of all fun!                                                             

McLaren has high praise for the team of PSWôs and volun-
teers who assist with her programs. ñ Iôm lucky to have the 
girls come in. If we didnôt have them we wouldnôt get so 
much doneò.                                                                                              

If residents are unable to join the group as a whole for thera-
peutic recreational activities, Julie sees that they are pro-
vided with one-on-one stimulation with either the volunteers, 
students or herself. She fully recognizes the need to include 
everyone in the mental stimulation aspect of her program to 
whatever level they can participate.                                                                   

Previously Julie worked at Holmes House before joining the 
Activation Department on the fourth floor. Her Therapeutic 
Recreation Degree took five years to complete, Julie has 
certainly put this training to great use at NGH.                                                                           

What do her patients think? For Roxie she was blunt and 
right to the point - ñSheôs superiorò. Another added ñSheôs 
quite a character. I really like coming down to the activitiesò. 

Special Report: Brenda Dredge 

Perseverance - Makes all the Difference  

Pam Whalen has been a Speech 
and Language Pathologist at NGH 
since 1992. Working part-time, 
Pam helps with a wide variety of 
patient challenges.                                                             

Inpatients, outpatients and resi-
dents of the nursing home may 
see Pam for a variety of reasons 
such as stuttering, aphasia, voice 
problems and chronic laryngitis; 
however, the majority of cases 
deal with swallowing complica-
tions.                                                               

Pam performs patient assessments and makes her recom-
mendations with a high importance on safety with feeding.          
ñI do a lot of education for staff and volunteers to teach them 
how to safely feedò.                                                                          

Many patients that Pam will meet have suffered from a 
stroke. They can range from their early 40ôs to late 90ôs and 
sometimes be as young as 20. Patient success is measured 
on an individual basis. ñIn my mind helping someone regain 
function, cope and adapt to his/her situation is very important 
in improving his/her life. It can be very traumatic for someone 
to go through thisò.                                                                               

Pam points to patient perseverance as the best way of con-
quering ones challenges. ñThe people who persevere do the 
best. You canôt sit around and just want to get better; you 
have to work at it.                                                                                               

ñIt takes a lot of patience on my part but I love my job ï this 
is a great departmentò. Kudos to my fellow colleagues for 
making this job not feel like óworkô. 

Join the 50/50 Club Today!                                                            
You could be the next big winner                                                                                                                 

Call Kim in Payroll at ext. 4202.  

Melissa Carpenter 

Jeannette Herdo             
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M ay is Physiotherapy Month. Physiotherapists assess 
and treat a variety of conditions affecting orthopedic, 

neurological and cardiopulmonary systems. The goal of care is 
to maximize patient function. 

The physiotherapy department is located on the 4th floor of the 
hospital. Staff are involved with patients in acute care, continu-
ing complex care, Slow Stream Rehabilitation and palliative 
care. Currently we have four practicing physiotherapists, a  
Director of Rehabilitation and three support staff. 

Orthopedic physiotherapy treatment is available to staff of  
Norfolk General Hospital, The Norfolk Hospital Nursing Home 
and Holmes House by referral through Occupational Health. 

Physiotherapists are regulated health care professionals     
licensed to practice in Ontario.  Bright Smiles From the Fourth Floor. The entire Rehabili-

tation Services team gathered together for a staff lunch on                
Wednesday May 19 in honour of Physiotherapy Month.  

WINNERS 



 

A Heartfelt Thank You                     

to Our Nurses  

This year, National Nursing Week at 
Norfolk General Hospital was an           
opportunity to pay tribute to the hard 
work and dedication of NGHôs nursing 
staff.  

ñI want to extend my heartfelt thanks 
to all of our Nurses at Norfolk General 
Hospital. I see Nurses as being especially vital to our com-
munity. The contributions that they make everyday to achiev-
ing the very best health outcomes for their patients are sec-
ond to noneò, stated Bettyann DeRonde, Vice President of 
Patient Care.  

ñBuilding on Collaborative Practiceò, was NGHôs Nursing 
Week theme this year. ñCollaborative nursing practices offers 
the opportunity to enhance patient care by appropriately                
using nursing resources. A successful collaboration                   
approach respects the competence and attributes that each 
provider brings to the teamò, stated Bettyann DeRonde.  

In addition to display boards, 
pizza and cupcakes, NGH 
Nursing staff was treated to 
three entertaining and educa-
tional nursing skits as per-
formed by their unit directors. 
ñThis was really a hit with our 
nurses and well attended, there 

were lots of laughs,ò said Michele Bulin, Administrative               
Assistant to VP Patient Care.  
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 NGH FOUNDATION GOLF CLASSIC JULY 20 & 21  

Ward Talk                                         
With Brenda Dredge 

                                                                                                           

Why did you choose Nursing as a career? 

Brenda Scott, RN  

I always liked people 
and looking after 
them. It was                  
something that I              
always wanted to do. 

Itôs a Boy! 

Congratulations to Diabetes Dietician 
Jessica Brown and her husband 

Trevor Brown. The couple gave birth 
to Wyatt Leighton Brown, born   

Tuesday May 4, 2010                            
weighing 8lb 70z. 

Housekeeper Sherri Mike took 
it upon herself to pay tribute to 
fallen Simcoe Soldier Craig 
Blake by placing yellow              
ribbons along the divide walk-
way between NGH-NHNH. 
Petty Officer 2nd Class, Craig 
Blake, 37 was killed May 3, 
while working in the Panjwai 
district, approximately 25km 

southwest of Kandahar City. A yellow ribbon was also 
placed outside and flags were lowered to half mast. A Sim-
coe, Ont. native, Blake entered the Canadian Forces right 
out of high school. He was on his first tour of Afghanistan. 

Kris Murray, RN NHNH  

Iôve always had a              
interest in gerontology 
and decided that being a 
Nurse would be the best 
choice. I enjoy  coming 
into work.  

Margaret Raymond, 
RPN                              
I kind of knew I 
wanted to be a nurse. 
I was only going to 
work a few years, 
have my kids and 
then retire...but Iôm 
still here! 

Donna                               

Vandenbussche, RPN  

I love to help people.           
Simply put but a strong 
reason for taking up                 
nursing. 

Stephanie Varga, RN  

Itôs something that I knew Iôd enjoy 
and have job security. Iôve always 
liked working with and helping              
people. Thereôs a good mix of 
nurses here with newer and more                           
experienced. Theyôre a good group 
of people to work with. 

Saluting a Local Fallen Soldier  

Bettyann DeRonde 

http://www.ngh.on.ca/images/golf%20reg.pdf

