MEDIA RELEASE
NGH receives the first shipment of COVID-19 vaccines in Haldimand-Norfolk
Norfolk General Hospital and the Haldimand-Norfolk Health Unit have received the first
shipment of the Health Canada approved Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine.
According to the prioritization framework determined by the Province, vaccinations will
first be provided to those most at risk: residents of long-term care facilities and health
care providers who are working in higher risk settings.
While Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccination roll-out is being organized by the province,
hospital and health unit staff will work closely with long-term care providers to ensure
vaccinations are successfully administered.
The first clinic will not be open to the general public. Those identified to receive the first
dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine will be contacted. Clinic planning is underway
based on provincial guidelines. The details will be released when available.
Learn more about Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccination plan here.

We need to work together to help stop the spread:

We need to work together to help stop the spread of COVID-19 in our communities. We
must reserve healthcare and hospital capacity and protect vulnerable places like longterm care homes.
QUOTE FROM CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH

“The vaccination of our community’s most at-risk individuals is positive step, but it does
not mean that the pandemic is over,” says Medical Office of Health Dr. Shanker
Nesathurai. “Until a significant proportion of people have been immunized against
COVID-19, it remains critical that we all remain vigilant against the spread of the virus.

Continue to stay home unless there is a compelling reason to leave the house. Wear a
mask when you must go out, and wash your hands frequently.”
QUOTE FROM NORFOLK GENERAL HOSPITAL

"Today is a very historic day for our hospital and a huge step forward in how our region will
combat against Covid-19,” says NGH & WHGH President and CEO Lucy Bonanno. “We hope
this marks the beginning of the end of a difficult time for our hospital and the communities we
serve. We look forward to working with our hospital partners on getting this historic project off
the ground and we hope it will have a positive impact on our communities."

"News of us receiving the first doses of the COVID-19 vaccine is very encouraging,"
says Kim Mullins, VP of patient care and chief nursing officer at NGH and WHGH. " Our
CEO & President Lucy Bonanno has been advocating at the highest level for our region
to receive the first doses of the vaccine." NGH and WHGH are proud to take part in this
effort. We can now see a ray of light during a challenging time.”
Quick facts:
Until vaccines are more widely available, we must all continue to follow public health measures
to help stop the spread of COVID-19:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Follow the restrictions during the province-wide shutdown.
Stay home – save lives and don’t put others at risk
Limit gatherings to only members of your immediate household
Maintain a physical distance of 6 feet or 2 meters from others outside of your
immediate household
Wear a mask or face-covering in public spaces and when physical distancing
isn’t possible
Wash hands often
Stay home if you are not feeling well
Get tested for COVID-19 if you have symptoms or have been in close contact
with a confirmed positive case of COVID-19

